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Upper Sorbian 
 
GUNTER SCHAARSCHMIDT 
University of Victoria 
 

The area inhabited by the Sorbs corresponds 
roughly to the regions of Upper Lusatia 
(Oberlausitz) for Upper Sorbian and Lower Lusatia 
(Niederlausitz) for Lower Sorbian. At present, this 
area covers appr. 95km in its north/south 
expansion, and appr. 60km in its widest west/east 
expansion. According to recent statistics (1991), 
the number of Upper Sorbian speakers does not 
exceed 53,600, a 44% reduction since the mid 
1880s (by comparison, Lower Sorbian declined by 
81% in the same period).  

Upper Sorbian is classified as belonging to the 
West Slavic group of languages. However, Upper 
Sorbian (like Lower Sorbian) has a number of 
linguistic features that are not found in any of the 
other members of that group: it has retained the 
Old Slavic tense system with aorist, imperfect, and 
perfect past tenses. In many dialects, the dual 
number is marked for both nominals and verbals. 
Centuries of contact with German have left an 
indelible imprint, especially on colloquial Upper 
Sorbian and on dialects. The Upper Sorbian 
language area, small as it is, is divided into at least 
nine major dialects. There are, in addition, many 
regional dialects. Politically, Upper Sorbian is part 
of Saxony ("Freistaat Sachsen"). The German 
Unity Treaty of 1990 guarantees the rights of 
Sorbian speakers to use their language in the 
public domain and in the courts in the Sorbian-
speaking areas. 
 

ISBN 3 89586 260 6. Languages of the 
World/Materials 160. 60pp. USD 51.80 / EUR 
42.10 / GBP 35.80. 2nd edition. 2004. 

 
A Short Reference 
Grammar of Slovene 
 
MARC L. GREENBERG  
University of Kansas 
 
Slovene (or Slovenian) is the language of ca. 2 
million speakers in the Republic of Slovenia and 
neighboring areas of Italy, Austria, and Hungary, 
as well as of diaspora speakers in Australia and 
North and South America. Until 1990 it was one 
of the federal and republican languages of 
Yugoslavia and since Slovenia’s accession to the 
European Union in 2004 one of the official 
languages of the E.U. The westernmost language 
of the South Slavic group, Slovene is noted for 
its pitch-accent system, opposition of singular-
plural-dual, distinction of infinitival and supine 
forms, as well as its remarkable diatopic 
variation (some 48 dialects). The present 
grammar sketches the main grammar points of 
the standard language, with an emphasis on 
contemporary usage in speech and writing and 
an attempt to provide exemplification with rich 
context.  

Some attention is given to social and stylistic 
variation, including a sketch of the main 
phonological discrepancies between the spoken 
language of Ljubljana (the national capital), and 
the standard language, which is based on an 
idealized form of Ljubljana city speech from the 
16th century and a selection of features from 
various dialects in the territory of the Republic. 
It goes beyond other grammars also in its 
exemplification and analysis of discourse 
markers as used both in contemporary writing 
and formal speech, primarily as attested in 
transcripts of parliamentary debate. 
 
 

ISBN 978 3 89586 965 5 (Hardcover). 
LINCOM Studies in Slavic Linguistics 30. 
160pp. USD 117.50 / EUR 95.50 / GBP 81.20. 
2007. 

An Innovative 
Methodology for Learning 
Polish Inflection 
 

MARJORIE J. MCSHANE 
University of Maryland Baltimore County 
 
This book introduces an innovative, practically 
oriented methodology for describing the 
inflectional patterns of Polish nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs. It then employs this methodology for 
describing the full inventory of inflectional 
paradigms for the selected parts of speech, and 
richly supplements each paradigm with illustrative 
examples. This book takes up where typical 
descriptive grammars leave off, supplementing 
their valid but often difficult to apply rules with a 
more direct, less abstract presentation of the 
material. Formally, the book is divided into two 
parts. Part I provides background about the 
morphology of Polish, as well as introducing and 
motivating the methodology of description. Part II 
instantiates that methodology, presenting the 
inflectional paradigms and lists of sample members 
in the general style of a reference manual. One aim 
of the work is to demystify the difficult, often 
idiosyncratic aspects of Polish inflection by stating 
plainly what factors affect the choice of 
inflectional endings for every class of word. 
Another aim is to provide students and teachers 
with sufficient practice material to drill each 
pattern to the point where producing correct word 
forms becomes automatic. 

 
ISBN 3 89586 448 X. LINCOM Language 
Coursebooks 11. 130pp. USD 62.60 / EUR 
50.90 / GBP 43.30. 2003. Course discounts 
available! 

 

The Language of 
Eastern Slovak 
Publications in the USA 
 

(the End of 19th – the Beginning of 
20th Centuries) 
 
KONSTANTIN V. LIFANOV 
Lomonosov State University of Moscow 
 
This paper is the first attempt for linguistic 
analysis of the specific language of published texts 
(newspapers, English grammar and tale) written in 
the USA by Slovak immigrants at the threshold of 
the 20th century. The language of these texts has 
been uninvestigated till present but there is an 
opinion they were created in the Eastern Slovak 
dialect. In fact, there are many diverse Eastern 
Slovak phonetic and morphological features in its 
structure, but they compete corresponding with the 
Slovak literary language ones. In this connection 
this language may be identified as a mixture arisen 
as a consequence of of Eastern Slovak and Slovak 
literary language interaction. 
 The Slovak literary language and the Eastern 
Slovak have different positions in the Slovak 
American publications, because the first idiom is 
considered as a phenomenon of indivisible whole. 
On the contrary, the Eastern Slovak functions as a 
certain generalization of its components competing 
not only with Slovak literary language, but also 
each other. In this case the Slovak literary 
language often plays a part of peculiar filter, which 
assists their penetration into the structure of these 
texts or prevents from it.  
 The rules of the Slovak literary language 
continue to be used in the language of the Slovak 
American publications, but they are modified 
under influence of the Eastern Slovak. However, it 
enables to conclude the Slovak literary language 
was just the base of the language of the Slovak 
American publications. 
 The language of the Charter of “The First 

Hungarian-Slovak Society Supported in the Case 
of Illness” published in 1887 in New York 
essentially differs from other Slovak American 
publications, because the Eastern Slovak dialect 
actually was its base.  
 

Contents : 
Introduction 
Chapter 1. Eastern Slovak dialect in the structure 

of Slovak publications in the USA 
Chapter 2. Competition of Eastern Slovak features 

in the Slovak American publications 
Chapter 3. Mechanism of interaction of the Slovak 

literary language and Eastern Slovak dialect and 
the influence of other languages 

Chapter 4. The language of the Charter of “The 
First Hungarian-Slovak Society Supported in the 
Case of Illness” 

Conclusions 
Bibliography 
Appendix. Fragments of the texts from the Eastern 

Slovak publications in the USA 
 

ISBN 3 89586 482 X. LINCOM Studies in 
Slavic Linguistics 25. 110pp. USD 79.80 / EUR 
64.90 / GBP 55.20. 2005. 

 
Genus als grammatische 
und textlinguistische 
Kategorie 
 

Eine kognitiv-funktionalistische 
Untersuchung des Russischen 
 
URSULA DOLESCHAL  
Universität Klagenfurt 

  
The present study deals with the grammatical 
category of gender in Russian from a universalist 
point of view. The main aims are to provide, 
firstly, a psychologically real, unified model of 
both gender assignment and agreement and, 
secondly, an empirical investigation of the 
textlinguistic functions of gender. 
 The first chapter shortly outlines the 
typological aspects of gender and the place of 
Russian among other gender languages. 
 The second and third chapters delineate the 
morphological aspects of gender in Russian and 
the respective agreement domains, illustrating both 
with authentic examples. 
 The fourth chapter is devoted to modelling the 
category of gender in Russian. In the beginning 
previous accounts are discussed. Subsequently, a 
new account of gender assignment is put forward. 
This analysis is based on morphological and 
semantic schemata as used in Cognitive linguistics, 
rendering gender assignment of Russian as a 
complex interplay of semantic and morphological 
features of nouns. It is then argued that gender 
agreement can be described using the same set of 
schemata at a higher hierarchical level. 
 In the end, the fifth chapter investigates the 
function of gender in discourse, drawing on a large 
corpus of data from both colloquial Russian and 
Russian newspapers. It is shown that gender does 
indeed play a role for both establishing reference 
and reference-tracking.[Written in German]. 
 

ISBN 3 89586 313 0 (Hardbound). LINCOM 
Studies in Slavic Linguistics 24. 257 S. USD 
144.30 / EUR 117.30 / GBP 99.70. 2004. 

 
 

Genesis of the  
Slovak Literary 
Language 
 
KONSTANTIN VASILIEVICH LIFANOV 
Lomonosov State University of Moscow 
 
 
Contrary to Slovak historical linguistics, the 
Slovak Literary Language did not arise in the 18th 
century as a result of Anton Bernolak's 
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significance of the voice  makes  it to be considered 
as a source of the semantic backgrounds  (active and 
passive) and, accordingly, the aspect has to be 
considered as a source of the semantic functions.  
   The second part deals with the imperfective 
functions  on  the passive  and  active  background.   
Because   in   many Russian aspectological studies 
the semantic functions of the imperfective and the 
perfective are mainly  illuminated  on  the  material  
of active forms, the special attention is given  to  
functioning  of passive forms, while examples with 
the active forms are attracted for the contrastive 
analysis. The second part  includes chapters devoted 
to specific features of the particular  meanings of  the 
imperfective aspect in the passive voice: meaning of 
the process, iterative meaning, qualitative meaning 
etc.  
    The third part includes chapters containing the  
study  of  the specific features of the particulars 
meanings of  the  perfective aspect in the passive 
voice:  meaning  of  the  completed  event, meaning  
of  the  "vivid  exemplification",  summative 
meaning. Restriction or expansion  of  different  
aspectual functions  in passive constructions (in 
comparison with  active constructions) are especially 
noted and discussed.  
 
ISBN 3 89586 056 5. LINCOM Studies in Slavic 
Linguistics 02. 170pp. USD 95.60 / EUR 77.70 / 
GBP  66.10. 1999. 

 

Russian existential 
sentences 
A Functional Approach 
 
MARIA D.VOEYKOVA 
Institute of Linguistics, St. Petersburg 
 
Russian grammar system is penetrated with the idea 
of  existence. Be-sentences are used for  the  
expression of  other  categorial meanings such as 
possession, qualification,  space  and  time 
localization etc. In fact we can quote    Russian 
dialogues  that consist only of Be-sentences.The 
expansion of  Be-meaning  and  a short review of its 
studying in Russian forms the content of  the first 
chapter of the manuscript. The second  chapter  deals  
with the semantic variety of  existential constructions  
in  literary language. It is based upon the functional-
semantic  approach  and includes the analysis of Be-
predicate in its grammar variants and the influence of 
contextual means.  Telling  somebody  about  the 
existence is usually  an  indirect  speech  act  with  a  
lot of implications. These special usages is  the  basis  
of  the  third chapter.   
 The first  two  chapters  are  based  on  the  
material of  the author’s dissertation that was 
published as a  summary  in Russian.  More 
extended variant is prepared for the series "Theory 
of  Functional grammar" V.6. that is to be 
published in 1995. The third  chapter represents 
quite a new material that was never published.  
 

ISBN 3 89586 057 3. LINCOM Studies in 
Slavic Linguistics 04. 220pp. USD 103.00 / EUR 
83.70 / GBP 71.20. 2000.  

 

Register variation and 
language standards in 
Czech 
 
NEIL BERMEL  
Sheffield University 
 
Czech can be described as a quasi-diglossic 
language situation, with a standard language that 
has no native speakers, and an interdialect that has 
no currency as a communicative standard.  The 
author reviews research surrounding the “standard 
Czech – common Czech” divide, as well as current 
work on language varieties, and concludes that 
both schools promote descriptions favoring 

separate codes that interact in defined manners.   
The study makes use of an original 30,000-

word coded corpus to examine a problematic area 
along the varietal faultline —- dialogue in 
belletristic texts -- and suggests that, contrary to 
received wisdom, the strict lines drawn between 
Czech’s “standard” and “common” varieties are no 
longer as relevant as they were.  Data from 
contemporary Czech testifies instead to the gradual 
crumbling of diglossia and the development of 
these two varieties into a single code with 
graduated features showing formality and 
informality and having some discourse functions.  
The received view of Czech -- and of language 
varieties overall -- is shown in this instance to 
hinder our understanding, rather than facilitating it.   

This research supports other recent 
reevaluations of the received view in language 
contact and bilingualism studies, and shows how 
they can be applied to quasi-diglossic situations 
like the Czech one. 
 

ISBN 3 89586 612 1. LINCOM Studies in 
Slavic Linguistics 13. 220pp. USD 93.10 / EUR 
75.70 / GBP 64.30. 2000. 

 

Back from the brink  
A study of how relic forms in 
languages serve as source material 
for analogical extension 
 
LAURA A. JANDA  
University of North Carolina 

 
Every inflected language carries seemingly useless 
morphological baggage  in the form of irregular  
affixes in inflexional paradigms. Though often lost, 
under certain conditions such marginal morphemes 
can be recategorized and implemented to restore old 
or build new distinctions, becoming highly 
productive. The book applies Andersen's  approach 
to language change in terms of motivated abductions 
(reinterpretations), combined with analysis of 
prototypes and categorial status according to 
cognitive linguistics. Three case studies are 
examined in detail: 
 1) The 1sg -m marker, limited to five athematic 
verbs in Late Common Slavic, now marks many or 
all verbs in some Slavic languages. Reconstruction 
of relevant verbal systems shows how phonological 
changes facilitated the abduction that the athematic 
verbs had a prototypical stem structure, promoting 
the spread of their characteristic morpheme. 
  2) The ŭ-stem declension was lost in Late 
Common Slavic, but its endings survived, spread 
paradigmatically (motivated by parallels in other 
paradigms), or semantically to create new 
distinctions. The latter mark items high and low (but 
not mid-range) on the FIGURE-GROUND scale, a 
hierarchy of distinctions crucial to the development 
of animacy. 
 3) The dual number was lost in most of Slavic, but 
some endings have become productive as markers of 
plural or virile (the latter also motivated by 
FIGURE-GROUND).  
 
ISBN 3 89586 101 4. LINCOM Studies in 
Slavic Linguistics 01. 240pp. USD 112.30 / 
EUR 91.30 / GBP 77.60. 1996. 

  
Space and Time  
in Russian 
A Description of the  
Locus Expressions of Russian  
 
WILLIAM J. SULLIVAN  
University of Florida 
 
SPACE AND TIME IN RUSSIAN presents a 
detailed semiotic analysis of the preposition-case 
pairings that communicate spatial or temporal 
locus in Russian and provides an integrated, 
formalized description of this part of the Russian 

language.  
Part one of the book proceeds through spatial 

preposition on a case-by-case basis.  As each set of 
prepositions is analyzed, a preliminary description 
is provided at three degrees of sophistication:  a 
distinctive feature matrix in a semi-Jakobsonian 
manner (singulary rather than binary features), an 
algebraic formula, and a relational network.  Part 
two of the book turns to the temporal expressions. 
Part three provides an integrated description of 
both spatial and temporal expressions and shows 
applications to teaching Russian and to cognitive 
semantics.  

 

ISBN 3 89586 176 6. LINCOM Studies in 
Slavic Linguistics 08. 248pp. USD 105.40 / 
EUR 85.70 / GBP 72.90. 1998. 

 

The Semantics of 
Suffixation: 
Agentive Substantival Suffixes in 
Contemporary Standard Russian 
 
EDNA ANDREWS  
Duke University    
 
Any serious analysis concerning the semantic 
structure of Contemporary Standard Russian 
[CSR] must necessarily come to terms with the 
system of lexical morphemes that play a central 
role in word-forming processes. Given the 
interrelationship between the categories of 
grammatical and lexical meaning that is expressed 
by suffixation in CSR, a reductionist approach is 
excluded. In the present work, suffixation in CSR 
is viewed as one component of the system of 
multifaceted sign interaction. The theoretical 
premises of this work are semiotic in the 
Jacobsonian and Peircian traditions. The corpus of 
analysis is restricted to agentive substantival 
suffixes.  
 While taking into account the more positive 
aspects of previous approaches to the analysis of 
word formation in CSR, this work is unique in 
engaging a range of theoretical and pragmatic 
issues that pertain to the interrelation of lexical and 
grammatical categories as they are realized in 
suffixation. The present analysis is based on four 
modes of presentation: 
 (1) Explication of the theoretical principles of 
semantic theory, including questions of 
classification, deixis, arbitrariness and semantic 
change; (2) A detailed analysis of the CSR 
agentive substantival suffixes; (3) Contrastive 
analyses of the system of augmentative and 
diminutive agentive substantival suffixes and their 
relevance in defining semiotic theory, the viability 
of iconicity in language change and meaning, and 
the role of interpretants;  (4) A Russian-English 
glossary of substantives, organized by suffix. 
 The Russian-English glossary brings together 
from a broad range of sources forms that are used 
in both literary and colloquial CSR. 
 
 

ISBN 3 89586 073 5. LINCOM Studies in 
Slavic Linguistics 05. 250pp. USD 114.80 / EUR 
93.30 / GBP 79.30. 1996. 

 
 

Grammars: 
 

Le nashta 
 

Description d’un parler slave de 
Grèce en voie de disparition 
 
EVANGELIA ADAMOU 
CNRS/LACITO 
 
Ce travail est une description d’un dialecte slave 
parlé en Grèce du Nord. Ce parler, qui n’est pas 
enseigné et ne se transmet plus d’une génération à 






